IN1TEB.VIEW1NG JAPAN
while his father is reputed to receive about 10,000
yen.
Kneeling before his low, Japanese mirror
stand, Kikunosuke began to smear on cold cream
as he spoke. Having wiped off the cream, he
painted his face, neck hands, feet and ankles a
chalky white.
"I play the part of a poor young woman this
time," he said, "so my make-up will be very sim-
ple."1 With this he added a little colour to his
eyelids and covered his eyebrows with a heavy
white paste. Some onnagata still shave their eye-
brows, he said, but he has found that unnecessary.
"Besides, it looks funny on the street/' he added
as he carefully penciled a high arch over each
eye, far above his own eyebrows. He outlined
his eyes in brown, touched the corners with red
and finished up his make-up by painting a bright
red blotch on his lower lip and merely suggesting
colour on the upper one. All kabuki actors create
their own make-up schemes though there are
certain make-up patterns which are followed for
general types and for specific characters.
Then came the costume. He began with a
white wrap-around under-skirt. Then came a
1 Refer to the article entitled What Price Beauty ?